A rare variant of the radial artery: clinical considerations in raising a radial forearm flap.
A rare vascular anomaly of the radial artery encountered during elevation of a radial forearm free flap is reported in this paper. We discovered a superficial radial artery which bifurcated from the deep radial artery 4 cm below the antecubital fossa. The blood supply to the proximal radial forearm flap was thought to be from the superficial radial artery, and to the distal forearm flap from both arteries. Ascertaining the course of the radial artery pre- and intraoperatively and careful dissection of the artery are essential to minimise problems of flap transfer.